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A voluminous effort

Aalochana, an organisation formed
by five women, document every bit of
material pertaining to women, thus
providing a storehouse of valuable
reading matter on various topics

en years ago, in 1989,

a core group of five

women academicians

decided to get to-
gether and participate in the
movement for the emancipa*
tion of women in their own
unique way.

During various research
projects which they had under-
taken earlier, they had always
come upon one major stum-
bling block - a paucity of docu-
mented research material on
which to base their studies.
This, they decided, was to be
their contribution towards the
women’s movement. They
would document every bit of
material which pertained to
women, be it in relationship to
politics; family, aesthetics,

health, education, legal or any
other socio-economic matter.
They decided to name their
organisation Aalochana which
means a critical review. And
the five women of the core
group were Medha Kotwal
Lele, Simrita Gopal Singh,
Vandana Sonalkar, Hemanti
Banerjee and Umile Mohite.
In course of time Hemanti left
and her place was taken byNir-
mala Sathe. Two rented rooms
at a building apartment, in
Kanchan Galli, Erandwane,
form their office, but it seems
rather inadequate given the
huge volume of data collected
in the ten years of its existence.
The main objective of
Aalochana is to collect any ma-
terial concerning any activity

related to women and file them
under various headings. The

work is tedious. Every morn-

they subscribe. Evén the tiniest
woman-related news is grist for
their mill. They snip it out, first
taking care to scan the reverse
side to see if no other impor-
tant news is being destroyed in

The Aalohana library: A storehouse of information

ing, they scrutinise the various | the process. A photostat copy

regional and national newspa-
pers and magazines to which

of this item is then made and
filed along with the original in







